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Mosquito Causing Illness:  Dengue Fever
Dengue virus transmission has been increasing to epidemic levels in many parts of the tropics and subtropics and has been identified in travelers returning from international and selected domestic areas, including Key West, Florida, Asia, Caribbean, Africa, and Puerto Rico
	What is Dengue Fever?
	What are the signs and symptoms of Dengue fever?


	Dengue fever is an infectious disease caused by a virus. The virus is injected into humans by the bite of an infective mosquito carrying the Dengue fever virus.
	    Denque is an acute febrile viral disease characterized 
by sudden onset, usually within 4 days.  The symptoms 

generally last 2 – 7 days.  

	How is Dengue Fever Spread?
	Identification and development of Aedes Aegyti Mosquito
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Dengue fever is spread by the Aedes Aegypti  
and Aedes albopictus mosquito. The Aedes aegypti  mosquito has black and white strips on the body and breeds in any container of still water around the home, e.g. potted plant dishes, vases, bird baths etc.

Mosquitoes that transmit dengue feed during the day, mostly during the early morning and late afternoon. Protective measures include reducing the likelihood of bites by avoiding exposed skin with clothing that covers your body.es.  Mosquito repellant may also be effective.

Dengue does not spread from person to person.
	The female adult mosquito lays its eggs just above the water line on the side of the container. When the eggs get into the water, they hatch into larvae or wigglers.  The larva moves quickly around and after a few days develops into a pupa. The pupa is not active like the larva. The pupa develops into an adult after about tow days. 
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How to manage Dengue Fever:

Usually Dengue fever is a self-limited illness that can be managed by getting plenty of rest, staying well hydrated by drinking a lot of fluids (e.g., juice and water), and keep the fever down (avoid aspirin).  Seek medical attention [image: image3.png]


if symptoms worsen.  At the present time there is no vaccine for dengue.  
Prevention:
· Drain water sources is an important measure to prevent infection.

	· Use soil instead of water in the flower vase. 

	· Cover water drums with fine mesh or cloth. 

	· Do not throw containers in open spaces or in your yard. Use appropriate garbage disposal facilities or bury these containers. 

	· Puncture tins before throwing away. 

	· Keep roof-gutter clear for free flow of water. 

	· Check flower vase containing water every two days for wrigglers. 

	· Puncture old tires in such a way so that they cannot hold water. 


