APIC-VA activity surrounding public reporting in Virginia
An overview from 2002 though 3-2010

Janis F. Ober, Director   VCUHS Department of Epidemiology and Infection Control
2002 through 2005
Delegate Purkey introduced bills to the General Assembly requiring some type of Mandatory 
or public reporting



APIC VA input: 

a. Several meetings over the 3 years were held with both Delegate Purkey and his aides involving Linda Adcock, APIC- VA president,  Janis Ober, and Dr. Michael Edmond
b. Many sessions of the Health Welfare and Institutions committee and subcommittee were attended by various APIC-VA representatives including Bonita Allen, Carolyn Bratcher, Jeanette Daniel, Diane Heipel, Janis Ober, Lynn Reynolds, and Maureen Hodson. (I apologize if I missed anyone).

c. VDH and APIC-VA met to discuss the actual writing of the survey conducted in 2005. Dr. Diane Woolard (VDH), Dr. Michael Edmond, Mary Beth White Comstock (VDH) and Janis Ober 

d. Review and input into the language of the proposed law

2006
APIC-VA board requested a Mandatory Reporting Task Force (MRTF) form to aid the organization in becoming compliant with the passed House bill.

Mandatory Reporting Task Force
APIC-VA input:

Janis Ober (Legislative representative) chaired MRTF. Members were geographically selected and those actively participating in NNIS/NHSN and a representative from VDH.


Mary Beth White Comstock 
from VDH

Linda Brown, representing northern Virginia

 
NHSN users: 
Kathy Bailey, Centra Health in Lynchburg (western VA)




Eve Giannetta, UVA (central western)




Jacqueline Butler, Sentara (eastern)




Linda Adcock, DICON, multiple areas




Janis Ober, VCUHS, central




Bonita Allen, APIC-VA president




Carolyn Bratcher, legislative rep

This group met on several occasions developing and facilitating the first all day education session in Charlottesville including scenario development, guiding documentation for the new users, and serving as resources for the conference. 

2008 VHHA Quality& Safety Advisory Group formed
Governor Kaine’s office charged VHHA with forming an advisory group to address improving overall health of the citizens of Virginia. The group would be led by VHHA representatives, Mark Dietz, MD at the time in conjunction with VDH representation and a multidisciplinary group from acute care facilities across the state. The first meeting was held in early 2008.

APIC-VA input:

APIC-VA was asked to have representation at the meeting. Carolyn Bratcher (Bon Secour Richmond), and Janis Ober (VCUHS) were invited as legislative representatives. Experienced NHSN users were requested and Kathy Bailey (Centra Health) and Eve Giannetta (UVA) represented the organization. HAI’s were selected as a topic of interest and indept discussion, presentation by NHSN representatives, the Michigan project, and others provided the rest of the attendees with background into the world of Infection Control. 

Other members included CEO’s, CMO’s, Quality members, ID physicians, surgeons, and eventually a VHQC representative. 
Bonita Allen and Jacqueline Butler were added during the years for additional representation. 

This group met quarterly (and is suppose to continue to meet) with some conference calls addressing specific APIC-VA issues with Chris Bailey (VHHA). The last quarterly meeting the group was asked to select 4 indicators per governor’s request to be additional public reporting indicators. After a lot of discussion and deliberation the group did select 4 indicators including:

a. hand hygiene,  
b. SSI’s through NHSN for one of three surgical groups, Total knee, Total Hip, or CABG
c. CLBSI in house

d. CAUTI’s

2009 Second group formed by VHHA, VDH, VHQC, and APIC-VA. The small group is an expert task force to include the following: APIC-VA 2009 President Teresa Stowasser, John Audett, Kathy Bailey, Ursual butts, Ann Latstetter, Millie Lavaway, Debbie Roberson, John Whitton, Lauren Goodloe, Michael Edmond, Barbara Brown, Sallie Cook, Teresa Stowasser, Kim West, Diane Woolard, Andrea Alvarez and Dana Burshell.
2010


Third group advisory group created with VHQC, VHHA, VDH, and APIC-VA.
APIC-VA input: Membership representation included Teresa Stowasser, Kathy Bailey, and Millie Lavaway. The group met in Richmond to decide on indicators for the Governor. (same 4 indicators as mentioned above). 

Attendees included CNO’s, Hospital Epidemiologist, VHQC and quality representatives, IP’s mentioned above, VHHA representation, and VDH representation.

It was reported that the group could not come to a consensus hence Dr. Woolard meeting with the regional IP meetings.  Her letter summarizing VDH proposed programs is enclosed.
